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DECEMBER MEETING, 1874. 

A stated monthly meeting was held on Thursday, the 10th 
instant, at 11 o'clock a.m. ; Vice-President Adams in the chair. 

The Eecording Secretary read the record of the preceding 
meeting. 

The Librarian read his list of donors to the Library for the 
last month. 

Among the donations that may be specially named were 
thirty-four volumes of the London Magazine, from 1732 to 
1766 inclusive, except the year 1750; the London Historical 
Register, in twenty-two volumes, from 1714-1735 inclusive, 
and sixteen other volumes, — from Mr. Whitmore. Mr. E. 
Quincy presented a volume entitled " Speeches of Josiah 
Quincy, edited by his son, Edmund Quincy, Boston, 1874." 
Mr. Parkman gave his newly issued volume, entitled " France 
and England in North America, Part Fourth, 1874." 

The Recording Secretary, in the absence of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, read a letter from Secretary Belknap, of Wash- 
ington, by his Acting Chief Clerk, W. T. Barnard, enclosing a 
list of Reports as a donation to the Society's Library, with a 
request that a set of the Society's Transactions might be placed 
in the Library of the War Department. 

Secretary Belknap also asked for leave to have a copy taken 
of the portrait of Dr. Belknap, who was a kinsman of the 
Secretary ; and leave was granted.* 

The Cabinet-keeper reported a gift of a helrotype of Deliver- 
ance Parkman's house, in Salem, Mass., built a.d. 1670, taken 
down a.d. 1834, — presented by Francis H. Lee, of Salem. 

The Chairman, after some explanation, presented the follow- 
ing resolution from the Council of the Society, which was 
unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That authority be hereby granted to the Council to 
report from time to time the names of such persons in the list 
of Corresponding Members of the Society as they may recom- 
mend to be transferred to the list of Honorary Members, 
subject to the approbation of the Society. 

An application was read from Dr. J. G. Palfrey, asking per- 
mission to make extracts from the " Diary and Letter-Book " 
of Judge Sewall, for publication in a volume of the History of 

* The request of Secretary Belknap for a set of the Transactions for the 
Library of the War Department was referred to the Council, who ordered a set 
of the Proceedings, so far as they could be spared, to be forwarded. — Eds. 
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New England which he is preparing. Permission was granted 
under the rules. 

Mr. Charles C. Perkins was elected a Resident Member. 

Mr. Francis Parkman called attention to a notice he had 
received of an intended meeting of Archaeologists interested in 
the history of America before the discovery by Columbus, to bo 
held at Nancy, France, in July next ; the preliminary arrange- 
ments having been made by the Soci^te* Americaine, at Paris. 
Mr. Parkman called attention to the fact that a greater interest 
appeared to be taken by European scholars in the Archaeology 
of America than by Americans themselves. The commu- 
nication was accompanied by a circular, which read as fol- 
lows : — 

Congres International des Americanistes. 1 m session. — Nancy, 
du 19 au 22 Juillet, 1875. 

Invitation. 

TJne reunion internationale des personnes qui s'occupent de l'Histoire 
de l'Amerique avant la decouverte de Christophe Colomb, de l'inter- 
pretation des Monuments ecrits et de l'Ethnographie des races indi- 
genes du Nouveau-Monde, aura lieu a Nancy, du 19 au 22 juillet, 1875. 
Une Exposition d'Archeologie Americaine sera ouverte pendant la 
mSme periode. 

Toute personne s'interessant aux Etudes qui motivent cette reunion 
peut §tre inscrite comme membre du Congres en adressant des a 
present : 1° ses nom, prenoms et qualit^s ; 2° son adresse exacte ; 
3° la somme de 12 francs, montant de la souscription, en un mandat ou 
en timbres-poste du pays on elle reside. On recevra, par le retour du 
courrier, la carte de membre qui donnera droit de participer a tous les 
travaux de la reunion et de recevoir le volume qui renfermera le 
Compte rendu de ses travaux. 

La liste des premiers adherents sera publie'e prochainement, ainsi 
que celle des Comites d'organisation fran<jais et etrangers. 

Le Comite" central d'organisation recevra avec reconnaissance toutes 
les communications qu'on voudra bien lui adresser pour cette session. 
En attendant, il a cru devoir formuler les questions suivantes, sur les- 
quelles il appelle l'attention des amis de l'Archeologie et de l'Ethno- 
graphie americaines : 

1° Kapports de l'Europe, de l'Afrique, de l'Asie et de l'Oceanie avec l'Ame- 
rique avant Christophe Colomb ; 

2° Interpretation des documents Merits de l'antiquite - americaine (peintures 
didactiques mexieaines, ecriture calculiforme, maya et' palenqueenne, Quippou 
peruvien, Ventures des populations indiennes de l'Amerique du Nord, Inscrip- 
tions, etc.) ; 

3° Classification ethnographique et linguistique des populations indiennes du 
Nouveau-Monde. 

Des programmes detailles seront ulteneurement publies. 
Pour le Comite de Nancy : 

Lucien Adam, Secretaire. 
Pour la delegation de la Society americaine de France : 
Emile Burnoup, Secretaire. 
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The Circular also contained a list of the " Statuts," the 
" Comity Local d'Organisation," and of " Delegations." 

On motion of Dr. Ellis, the subject of Mr. Parkman's com- 
munication was referred to the Council of the Society.* 

The Recording Secretary spoke of having recently received 
a number of letters from Mr. Winthrop, from whom the Society 
are always glad to hear. In a letter of 5th November, from 
Paris, he speaks of meeting our associate General Palfrey, and 
of going with him to the reception of the President of the 
Republic, Marshal MacMahon, where they saw all the Diplo- 
matic Corps. " It was at the Elyse"e," he says, " a beautiful 
Palace of many memorable associations." 

" Last week," he continues, " I was present at the Annual Seance of 
the Institute of France, and saw the Five Academies in full conclave. 
M. Bertrand, the President, paid a brief tribute to Agassiz, as well as 
to Guizot and others who had died during the year. Three hours of 
French discourse, from five different savans, representing the different 
Academies, made a sufficient entertainment for one day. I send one of 
the programmes of the occasion for our book of scraps. I sent a 
Galignani a few days ago, which contained Mr. Adams's remarks, and 
the extract of my letter, about Guizot, which had been published in 
the ' Boston Daily Advertiser.' " 

In a letter of the 12th November, he says if he were then in 
Boston he should be joining in the tributes to Dr. Shurtleff, 
and taking part in the proceedings of the Society. He speaks 
of the death, a few years ago, of William Paver, Esq., of 
York, England, a Corresponding Member ; and had heard 
through his friend, Count Belleval, of the death, many years 
ago, of M. C^sar Moreau, whose name stands first on the old 
Corresponding and Honorary Roll, and of whom he speaks 
more at large in a later letter. He had met our Corresponding 
Members, M. D'Avezac ; Pressense", now an active member of 
the National Assembly ; and William Story, who was en route 
from London to Rome. 

" I spent an hour," he says, " with Mignet last week. The death 
of Guizot carries him to the top of our page. I shall bring home 
a photograph of him with his signature, for our Album. He is a 
charming person, looking almost as well as when I saw him at the 
Institute nearly twenty-eight years ago." 

In a letter of the 17th of November, he says : — 

" I did not mean to have written to you again till I reached my 

* At a subsequent meeting of the Council, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, the 
President of the Society, now in Europe, was requested to act as a delegate to 
this Congress, to represent the Society ; and the Secretary was directed to for- 
ward to him his credentials. 
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winter quarters at Cannes, whither we go to-morrow. But my friend, 
Count Belleval, has sent me a couple of pamphlets which show that 
the date of Cesar Moreau's death was 26 Nov., 1861. 

" M. Cesar Moreau was the principal Founder of the Society of 
Universal Statistics, in 1829, and of the French National Academy of 
Agriculture, Manufactures, and Commerce, in 1830. An Eloge was 
pronounced at his funeral by M. Aymar Bression, Directeur- Gene- 
ral, in the name of the two Institutions which he had founded ; and his 
portrait was placed in the Hall of one of them. 

" He was a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, and his statistical 
studies and publications had secured a place for his name on the roll 
of the Royal Society of London. 

" I may send the pamphlets which show all this, to our library, by 
mail. Meantime I send to your address three little books, which please 
exhibit at our next meeting, and present to our library. Two of them 
(Voltaire's Charles XII.) are the first two of a series of publications 
designed to furnish good books for the people at the lowest prices. 
The volumes are sold for 25 centimes, or 5 cents each ! In one of 
them you will find a catalogue of all which have been printed since 
1863, when the system was adopted by some Association for the ben- 
efit of the working classes. "We have had cheap libraries in America, 
for schools, and for the diffusion of useful knowledge; but I doubt 
whether any country, except France, can show a standard work of 
history, in two volumes, for ten cents ! The other little volume which 
I found at the same shop for four francs (80 cents) is called a ' Musee 
National,' and contains eighty woodcuts of the great men of the past. 
Most of them are French celebrities. But Washington and Franklin 
and Robert Fulton are included. There is a succinct biography of 
each person. It has been got up in order to render the names of 
great men, and their portraits, iamiliar to the young, and is to be con- 
tinued in successive volumes. It is used, I believe, as a reward of 
merit in the schools. These publications struck me as so cheap and 
so interesting that I could not resist the impulse to place copies where 
they might be seen in Boston, where something of the same sort might 
be usefully done. I dare say, after all, that you and Dr. Green know 
all about this cheap French library already. It has reached nearly 
two hundred little volumes, as the catalogue will show. 

" P. S. I was just closing this letter, when yours of the 31st ult. was 
handed to me. I am grieved to learn that good Dr. Walker is so 
feeble. I hoped he would live for many years yet. Pray give him 
my warmest regards (if it be not too late). I have ever cherished the 
greatest respect for him, and concur in all you say of bis wisdom and 
excellence." 

Mr. T. C. Amort called the attention of the Society to a 
passage in the tenth volume of Mr. Bancroft's History of the 
United States, recently published, at page 502, namely, — 
" That New Hampshire abandoned the claim to the fisheries 
was due to Sullivan, who at the time was a pensioner of 
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Luzerne." Mr. Amory explained in the language of Sullivan 
himself, at a later period, why in 1781 he opposed making the 
question of the fisheries an ultimatum in the instructions to 
the American ministers at Paris.* He thought there was not 
the slightest reason to doubt that his motives in this instance 
were pure and patriotic. Sullivan was not alone in his vote, 
for Jay and enough more were joined with him to defeat the 
motion. 

Mr. Amory proceeded to say that an application to Mr. Ban- 
croft by the descendants of General Sullivan, for his authority 
for the statement that Sullivan was a pensioner of Luzerne, 
resulted in the production of a copy of a letter from that min- 
ister to Vergennes, which the historian said was the source of 
his information ; that from this letter it appeared that Sulli- 
van, when a delegate to the Congress in Philadelphia, received 
a sum of money from Luzerne, as a loan. And he read the 
letter from an English translation, placing at the same time a 
transcript of it in French in the hands of the Secretary. They 
are both given below. Mr. Amory explained that General 
Sullivan, a lawyer by profession, had, at the breaking out of 
hostilities, already acquired a competent estate. That in his 
five years' constant service in the army, his private affairs were 
necessarily neglected, his fortunes impaired, and his available 
means exhausted. If in need, he had become so in the service 
of his country. After leaving the army out of health, he was, 
in 1780, induced, for reasons relating to the controversy con- 
cerning the New Hampshire Grants, much against his own 
wishes, to accept the position of delegate to the Congress at 
Philadelphia. The compensation allowed was scarcely sufficient 
to defray the expenses on the road. At this time his pay as an 
officer from the government was. largely in arrears. The sum 
due to him, including $1,500 which he had advanced for the 
public service, and which was not paid till he was leaving Con- 
gress, in October, 1781, amounted to some $5,000. He was 
therefore far from home, without resources. This had become 
known to Luzerne, the minister of our ally, who, of his own 
motion, opened his purse to him. There was no evidence that 
Sullivan himself regarded the transaction in any other light 
than as a loan, which he was bound to repay. There was 
nothing that could be interpreted as a bribe, and nothing that 
was not honorable to both parties. The interests of Prance 
and America in the war were identical. Although at the time 
Luzerne penned his despatch, in May, 1781, many months after 
the money had been advanced, it had not been returned (and, 

* See Amory 's "Life of Major-General John Sullivan," p. 206 — Eds. 
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from the extreme poverty of the country and the inability of the 
government to pay its arrears, the minister may have seen little 
prospect that it ever would be paid), yet there was no reason 
to doubt, if there was no evidence to prove, that it ultimately 
was paid. Mr. Amory gave a sketch of the career of Sullivan, 
and also of the character of Luzerne ; and cited a passage from 
Marbois's "Treason of Arnold," to show the elevated senti- 
ments expressed by Luzerne to that officer when he sought 
help from him to pay his debts, and urged as an inducement 
the services he could render in return to the French govern- 
ment. In conclusion, Mr. Amory said there was nothing in 
the letter, which he now submitted to the Society, to warrant 
the statement of the historian that Sullivan was a pensioner 
of Luzerne.* 



Lettre de Ml de la Luzerne a M. de Vergennes.^ 

Philadelphia, le 13 mai 1781. 

MoKSEiGNBtTE, — Lorsqile la malle aux lettres de Philadelphia fut 
intercepted l'ann^e derniere et que les Anglais publierent quelques- 
unes de celles qu'ils y avaient trouvees, j'en remarquai une d'un Delegue 
qui se plaignait du denument oil son Etat le laissait et de la cherte' de 
toutes les choses n^cessaires a la vie dans Philadelphia, et j'eus l'honneur 
de vous en envoyer la traduction. Des cette epoque il me parut n^cessaire 
d'ouvrir ma bourse a ce Delegud, dont l'Ennemi connaissait les besoins 
par sa propre confession, et sous l'apparence d'un prSt, je lui remis 68 
guinees- 4 septiemes. Une seconde malle intercepted a mis les Anglais 
en possession d'une lettre qui lui est adressee par le Tresorier de son 
Etat et qu'ils ont imprim^e. Elle est egalement relative a des besoins 
pecuniaires. Le G"? Clinton a soupconne qu'un homme aussi press^ 
d'argent pouvait ©tre dispose 1 a se laisser corrompre, et comme il avait 
tin frere prisonnier a New Yorck, il a permis a ce dernier de venir a 
Philadelphia sous pr^texte de solliciter son echange ; le Del^gu^ est 
venu me trouver et m'a confid que son frere lui avait remis une lettre 
non signee mais qu'il a reconnu a l'^criture pour ©tre du Colonel 

* In his letter, Luzerne mentions that Sullivan had often spoken of his losses 
by the war, and "son ancienne aisanoe." This demands a word of explana- 
tion. Sullivan, no doubt, accepted the sacrifice entailed by the struggle for 
independence, and as cheerfully as his compatriots; but in the freedom of 
friendly intercourse with Luzerne, especially when accepting a loan to relieve 
his pressing necessities, it was natural that the peculiar circumstances which 
placed him in a situation to require aid from any one should be uppermost in 
his mind, and take expression without reserve or fear of being misinterpreted. 
Whether their conversation was in French or English, some allowance must be 
made for the probability that neither spoke nor understood a foreign language 
quite as perfectly as his own — Note by Mr. Amory. 

t The copy of this letter from which we print contained some obvious 
errors, probably made in the transcription. We have not hesitated to correct 
these, as the sense is in no way affected by the correction. — Eds. 



384 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Dec. 

Anglais qui est actuellement a New Yorck. " L'auteur de cette lettre," 
m'a-t-il dit, " apres s'Stre etendu sur les ressources de l'Angleterre, sur 
les moyens qu'elle a de soumettre a la fin l'Amerique, me fait de grands 
complimens sur mes lumieres, mes talens et l'estime que les Anglais 
ont concu pour moi, il ajoute qu'ils me regardent comme l'homrae le 
plus propre a moyenner une reconciliation entre la Mere patrie et les 
Colonies Anglaises et qu'ils desirent que je leur expose mon sentiment 
eur cette matiere, que toutes les ouvertures de ma part seraient regues 
avec la reconnaissance qu'elles.meritent, que je n'ai qu'a dire ce que je 
desire, que la personne qui m'ecrit a tout pouvoir d'ouvrir une negocia- 
tion particuliere avec moi, et que je puis compter sur le plus profond 
secret. J'ai repondu a mon frere avec toute l'indignation que m'in- 
epirait de pareilles avances, j'ai jete devant lui la lettre au feu, et 
lorsqu'il est parti pour New Yorck je l'ai prie de temoigner a ceux qui 
l'envoyaient que leurs offres avaient ete regues avec le plus profond 
mepris. J'ai cependant garde 1 le silence vis-a-vis du Congres sur l'aventure, 
eoit pour ne pas compromettre mon frere, soit pour ne pas faire parade de 
mon desinteressement, soit parceque j'ai trouve dangereux d'annoncer 
avec trop d'authenticite a mes Collegues que 1'Ennemi cherche un traitre 
parmi eux, et que sa recompense est prete ; mais j'ai era devoir vous 
confier ces details afin de vous mettre en garde contre les intrigues de 
1'Ennemi jusques dans le sein du Congres parceque s'ils ont ose faire 
de pareilles otfres a moi, dont l'attachement a la bonne cause est aussi 
gene>alement connu, il n'est que trop possible qu'ils en aient fait a 
d'autres qui ne viendront point vous en faire part." Le fond de cette 
confidence m'a paru vrai, Mgr., mais je ne suis pas aussi persuade 
que ce Delegud ait charge son frere de porter k New Yorck une 
r^ponse, aussi Here et aussi insultante pour les Anglais qu'il me 
l'assure. II m'a m§me fait une proposition tout a fait singuliere, e'est 
de feindre de prater l'oreille aux ouvertures qui lui sont faites, d'en- 
voyer un homme affide' a New Yorck demander au G' 1 Clinton un 
projet de conciliation, en ajoutant qu'il n'a pas voulu se servir du 
ministere de son frere parcequ'il craint son attachement a l'independance. 
Je trouve, m'a-t-il dit divers avantages a sonder de la sorte les disposi- 
tions des Anglais afin de connaitre quel peut etre leur plan de corrup- 
tion et de savoir jusqu'ou ils se proposent d'aller dans leurs concessions, 
et il m'a nomm£ quatre membres du Congres, auxquels il se proposait 
de confier son projet avant de l'executer, et qui sont tous gens d'un 
caractere eprouve. 

Le Del^gue jouit lui-m§me d'une excellente reputation et je 
repugne infiniment k soupgonner qu'il voudrait me faire servir de 
moteur a une correspondance avec l'ennemi, mais il m'a si souvent 
parle des pertes que la revolution lui a occasionnees, il regrette si 
amerement son ancienne aisance, que j'ai craint pour lui la tentation 
k laquelle il voulait s'exposer, et je n'ai pas balance a le detourner du 
projet en lui exposant sans deguisement les grands inconveniens qu'il 
entraine. II ne m'a pas promis formellement d'y renoncer, mais, si 
malgre les representations que je me suis propose de lui reiterer, il y 
persistait je surveillerais de si pres sa conduite, que j'espere decouvrir 
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tout ce qu'elle aura de bonte\ Au reste jo 1'ai constamment bien 
dispose a etre tres conflant, et c'est a lui toujours que j'attribue la rup- 
ture de la ligue formee par les Etats de l'Est, ligue, qui par de fausses 
idees de popularity, de liberte" et par une jalousie excessive de l'armee 
et du G* 1 en Chef a longtemps arrdte" les mesures les plus urgentes et 
qui en nombre d'occasions s'est montree e'galement jalouse de nos 
avantages et de notre influence. II jouit de beaucoup de consideration 
dans son Etat, il eut le credit de le determiner a se declarer pour 
l'independance en 1776. C'est le seul Etat qui n'ait pas encore fixe 
sa forme de Gouvernement, et comme ce retard a de grands incon- 
veniens, et laisse aux mal intentionnes 1'espErance de voir le retablis- 
sement du Gouvernement Anglais, il m'a promis des qu'il y retournera 
d'employer tout son credit sur le peuple pour l'engager a se donner une 
constitution. 

J'ignore combien de temps il doit encore rester dans le Congres, 
mais j'ai pense que vous ne desapprouverez pas que je fisse l'offre que 
je lui ai fait l'annee derniere, aussi longtemps qu'il sera Delegue, et ma 
proposition a ete" tres bien accueillie. Dans toutes les suppositions il 
est interessant de le menager. II est bien facheux que plusieurs autres 
Delegues se trouvent dans une situation encore plus necessitante. 
Ceux du Sud, dont les Etats sont envahis, n'ont d'autre ressource que de 
recevoir du Congres un traitement pour leur Subsistance, et ce traite- 
ment est si borne" que l'un d'eux qui a 6te> precedement Gouverneur 
de Georgie est reduit a soustraire sa femme de la society, faute d'habits 
sous lesquelles elle puisse paraitre decemment. 

Cette tentative des Anglais m'a donne" occasion de demander au 
Delegue" a qui ils se sont adresses, si la longue habitude qu'il a du 
Congres et la maniere de voter de ses collegues lui avaient donne" lieu 
de soupconner quelqu'un d'eux de corruption, il m'a indique celut 
contre lequel j'ai d'anciens soupcons et un autre dont le caractere lui 
parait egalement douteux ; mais a ces deux exceptions pres, il croit le 
Congres compose" de gens d'un caractere sur et inaccessible a la seduc- 
tion. 

Je joins ici Mgr. la traduction d'un pamphlet publie" contre M. 
Duane membre du Congres pour New Yorck, le jour meme ou ce 
Delegue a quitte Philadelphia pour se rendre dans son Etat. II a etc 
insere dans une Gazette dont le Redacteur a aunonce qu'il encherissait 
sur ses Collegues quant a la licence avec laquelle leurs papiers sont 
ecrits, et que la torture seule ou la formalite de lois lui arracherait les 
noms de ceux qui se serviraient de son journal pour publier leurs pro- 
ductions. On attribue l'ecrit dont il s'agit a Mr. le Gouverneur Morris, 
qui avait Siege" dans cette assemble jusqu'a la fin de 1779 comme 
Delegue de ce m&me Etat. Les faits allegues sont reconnus vrais, 
mais je crois que Mr. Duane a depuis longtemps abandonne les prin- 
cipes Equivoques qui ont regie sa conduite pendant les premieres 
amines de cette revolution, et je l'ai trouve constamment attache a 
l'independance. 

J'attendrai vos ordres Mgr. pour porter les avances dont il est 
question dans cette DEpSche sur mes Etats de defenses extraordinaires. 

49 
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Le Sr. Payne dont j'ai eu l'honneur de vous parler precedemment et 
sur qui je pensais qu'on pourrait jeter les yeux pour eerire l'histoire do 
la revolution actuelle, est passe en France au mois de fevrier dernier 
sur la fregate V Alliance. 

Les deux vaisseaux exp&lies de Cadix avec des habits pour l'armee 
Americaine sont heureusement arrives a Boston. 

Je suis & & 
Signe Le Ch. de la Luzerne. 

Le Delegue' dont il s'agit au Commencement de cette de"p§che, 
Mgr. est le Ge^ral Sullivan qui represente au Congres l'Etat de New 
Hampshire. 

The same 'in English. 

Philadelphia, May 13, 1781. 

Mr Lord, — When the Philadelphia mail was intercepted last 
year, and the English published some of the letters which they found 
in it, I noticed one from a delegate, who complained of the destitute 
condition in which he was left by his State, and of the dearness of all 
necessaries of life in Philadelphia, and I had the honor to send you a 
translation of it. From this time, it seemed to me necessary to open 
my purse to this delegate, whose wants the enemy knew by his own 
confession ; and, under the semblance of a loan, I advanced him 68 
guineas and 4 sevenths. A second intercepted mail put the English 
into possession of a letter addressed to him by the Treasurer of his 
State, which they have printed. It also relates to his pecuniary needs. 
General Clinton suspected that a man so pressed for money might be 
open to corruption ; and as he had a brother, a prisoner in New York, 
he allowed the latter to come to Philadelphia, under pretext of solicit- 
ing his exchange. The delegate came to me, and confided to me that 
his brother had given him a letter, not signed, but which he recognized 
by the handwriting to be from an English colonel who is now in New 
York. " The author of this letter," he said to me, " after expatiating 
upon the resources of England and the means she possesses of subju- 
gating America finally, pays me great compliments upon my intelli- 
gence, talents, and upon the esteem in which I am held by the English, 
and adds that they look upon me as the most proper person to bring 
about a reconciliation between the mother country and the English 
colonies, and they desire me to make known to them my sentiments 
in the matter ; that all overtures on my part will be received with the 
gratitude which they deserve ; that I have only to give expression to 
my wishes ; that the person who writes to me lias full power to open 
a private negotiation with me ; and that I may count upon the most 
profound secrecy. I answered my brother with all the indignation which 
such advances were calculated to inspire. I threw the letter into the 
fire before him, and, when he left for New York, I begged him to de- 
clare to those who sent him that their offers had been received with 
the most profound contempt. I said nothing to Congress about this 
affair, partly not to compromise my brother, partly not to make a parade 
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of my disinterestedness, partly because it seemed dangerous to an- 
nounce with too much confidence to my colleagues that the enemy 
sought a traitor among them and that his recompense was ready. But 
I thought it my duty to confide to you these details, in order to put you 
upon your guard against the intrigues which the enemy is carrying 
into the very centre of Congress ; because if they dared make such 
offers to me, whose attachment to the good cause is so generally known, 
it is only too possible that they have made them to others who may 
not come forward to tell you of them." 

What he confided to me has seemed substantially true, my Lord, 
but I am not as convinced that this delegate charged his brother to 
carry to New York so proud and insulting a reply to the English as 
he said he had done. He even made me a very singular proposition : 
it was to feign to listen to the overtures which were made to him, 
to send to New York a trusty messenger to ask from General Clin- 
ton a plan of reconciliation ; adding that he did not wish to avail 
himself of the intervention of his brother, because he fears his attach- 
ment to Independence. " I find," said he to me, " several advantages 
in sounding in this way the disposition of the English, so as to know 
what may be their plan of corruption, and to know how far they pro- 
pose to carry their concessions ; " and he named to me four members 
of Congress, to whom he thought of confiding his plan before putting 
it in execution, and who are all persons of approved character. 

The delegate himself enjoys an excellent reputation, and it is ex- 
ceedingly repugnant to me to suspect that he wished to involve me in 
a correspondence with the enemy ; but he haE so often spoken to me of 
the losses which he has met with by the Revolution, he regrets so bit- 
terly his former competency, that I have feared for him the temptation 
to which he wished to expose himself, and I have not hesitated to divert 
him from the plan by showing him plainly the great inconveniences 
that it would entail. He has not formally promised me to renounce it ; 
but if, in spite of the views that I intend again to present to him, he 
should persist, I will watch his course so closely that I shall hope to 
discover all that is good in it. As to the rest, I have always found him 
disposed to be very confiding, and it is to him that I always attrib- 
ute the rupture of the league formed by the Eastern States ; a league 
which, by false ideas of popularity, of liberty, and by an excessive 
jealousy of the Army and of the General-in-Chief, has for so long a 
time delayed the most urgent measures, and which on numerous occa- 
sions has shown itself equally jealous of our advantages and of our 
influence. He enjoys much consideration in his State, and had the 
credit of determining it to declare for Independence in 1776. This 
is the only State which has not yet fixed upon its form of Govern- 
ment ; and as this delay has great inconveniences, and leaves to the 
badly intentioned the hope of seeing the re-establishment of the Eng- 
lish Government, he has promised upon his return to use all his credit 
with the people to induce them to give their/selves a constitution. 

I do not know how much time he has yet to remain in Congress, 
but I thought, you would not disapprove my making him the eame 
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offer that I made him last year, as long as he remains a delegate ; and 
my proposition has been very well received.* At all events, it is desira- 
ble to treat him with consideration. It is much to be regretted that 
several other delegates find themselves in a still more necessitous con- 
dition. Those from the South, where the States are invaded, have no 
other resource than to receive from Congress an allowance for their 
subsistence, and this allowance is so limited that one of the delegates, 
who was formerly Governor of Georgia, is obliged to withdraw his wife 
from society for want of attire in which she could suitably appear. 

This attempt of the English has given me the opportunity of asking 
the delegate to whom they have applied if the long acquaintance he 
has had with Congress, and the manner of voting among his colleagues, 
has led him to suspect any of them of corruption. He pointed out to 
me one against whom I had some old suspicions, and another whose 
character appeared to him equally doubtful ; but with perhaps these 
two exceptions he felt sure that the Congress was composed of persons 
of trustworthy character and inaccessible to corruption. 

I transmit, my Lord, the translation of a pamphlet against Mr. Duanc, 
member of Congress for New York, published the very day that this 
delegate left Philadelphia to go to his own State. It has been in- 
serted in a Gazette whose Editor has announced that he valued con- 
tributors according to the license with which they had written, and 
that torture alone, or the formality of the law, should draw from him 
the names of those who should use his journal to publish their produc- 
tions. The article now in question is said to be by Gouverneur Mor- 
ris, who sat in this assembly till the end of 1779 as delegate from 
this same State. The alleged facts are acknowledged to be true, but 
I think that Mr. Duane has long since abandoned the equivocal prin- 
ciples which guided him during the first years of the Revolution, and 
I have found him always attached to Independence. 

I shall await your orders, my Lord, to enter the advances spoken 
of in this despatch upon my account of extraordinary expenses. Mr. 
Paine, of whom I have had the honor to speak to you before, and 
to whom I have thought all might look to write the history of the 
present Revolution, left for France last February, in the frigate 
"Alliance." 

The two vessels sent from Cadiz with clothing for the American 
army have arrived safely in Boston. 

I am, &c, &c, 
Signed, The Chevalier de la Luzerne. 

The delegate of whom I spoke at the beginning of this despatch, 
my Lord, is General Sullivan, who represents in Congress the State 
of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Smith submitted the following Memoir of Dr. Shurtlcff, 
which he had been appointed to prepare for the Society's Pro- 
ceedings : — 

* Sullivan remained in Congress but one year. 
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MEMOIR 

OF THE 

HON. NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, M.D. 
BY CHARLES C. SMITH. 



Nathaniel Bkadstbeet Shubtlefp was born in Boston, June 
29, 1810, and died in that part of the city formerly called Dor- 
chester, October 17, 1874. His father, Dr. Benjamin Shurtleff, 
was a native of Carver, but early removed to Boston, where 
he acquired considerable professional reputation and an ample 
fortune. His mother, whose maiden name was Sally Shaw, was 
a native of Plymouth ; and through both his father and his 
mother he traced his ancestry back to some of the earliest set- 
tlers of the Old Colony. William Shurtleff, from whom are de- 
rived all of the name in New England, was at Plymouth so 
early as 1634, in which year he was apprenticed to Thomas 
Clark ; but it is not known when or with whom he came to 
America. In 1745 his grandson, Benjamin Shurtleff, great- 
grandfather of the subject of this Memoir, was married to Su- 
sanna Cushman, a lineal descendant of Robert Cushman, the 
trusted agent of the Pilgrims in many of their negotiations with 
the merchant adventurers ; and by other marriages the family 
became connected with many of the descendants of the first 
settlers of Plymouth. Among his ancestors, the younger Shurt- 
leff counted five of the heads of families who came over in the 
Mayflower, — Isaac Allerton, James Chilton, Francis Cooke, 
Stephen Hopkins, and Richard Warren ; and it need scarcely 
be added that he felt a just pride in this honorable descent. 

He received his early education in the public schools of his 
native town ; and afterward spent two years at the Round 
Hill School, in Northampton, then under the charge of the late 
Joseph O. Cogswell and the historian Bancroft. At the age of 
seventeen he was admitted to the Freshman Class in Harvard 
College; and. in 1831 he was graduated. At college he did 
not take much interest in the regular course of studies, and his 
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rank in the class was not high enough to entitle him to a part 
at Commencement. After leaving college, he entered the Med- 
ical School, and in 1834 he received the degree of M.D. He 
at once began the practice of his profession in Boston, and 
gradually succeeded to a large part of his father's business. 
At this time he was much interested in the study of compara- 
tive anatomy, and made many mechanical preparations in 
which he is said to have shown accurate knowledge and great 
skill in manipulation. In July, 1836, he was married to Sarah 
Eliza, daughter of Hiram Smith, of Boston. By her he had 
seven children, of whom three died in infancy, and three are 
still living. The eldest son, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Jr., was 
appointed to a captaincy in the 12th Massachusetts Regiment 
of Volunteers, immediately after its enlistment, and was killed 
at the battle of Cedar Mountain, August 9, 1862, at the age 
of twenty-four. 

Not long after leaving the Medical School, Dr. Shurtleff pub- 
lished anonymously " An Epitome of Phrenology ; being an 
Outline of the Science as taught by Gall, Spurzheim, and 
Combe : to accompany a Chart delineated according to this 
system, or the marked Bust approved by Dr. Spurzheim." This 
is a small, compact volume of one hundred and thirty pages, 
designed chiefly as a pocket companion for the advocates of 
phrenology ; and it is the only separate publication in the line 
of his professional studies which Dr. Shurtleff ever issued. As 
its title indicates, it is simply an abstract of the theories of the 
phrenologists and of the alleged facts adduced in support of 
them ; and a large part of the book is devoted to an explana- 
tion of the nomenclature adopted by the disciples of Gall and 
Spurzheim, and to a description of the various moral and intel- 
lectual qualities for which they professed to find clearly marked 
organs in the brain. Dr. Shurtleff writes like a man who is 
thoroughly convinced of the soundness of these theories ; and 
it apparently did not fall within his plan to support them by 
any new arguments or by any fresh investigations, and no • 
attempt is made to answer the objections of the opponents 
of phrenology. Apart from the familiarity with the doctrines 
of the phrenologists, which is its chief merit, the book shows 
a strong taste in the writer for the pursuit of elegant literature, 
and there are numerous citations from the English poets. 
There is no indication that Dr. Shurtleff had at that time any 
special tendency toward historical studies. 

His first publication which showed an interest in those studies 
was a list of " The Passengers of the Mayflower in 1620," con- 
tributed to the first number of the " Genealogical Register," 
and afterward privately printed, in 1849, in a small quarto 
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volume of twenty-four pages. When this tract was published, 
it was not known that any contemporaneous list of the pas- 
sengers who came in the Mayflower was extant ; and Dr. Shurt- 
leff prepared his list with much labor from all the sources of 
information then accessible to a diligent inquirer, avowing in 
the introductory remarks his belief that " the list is entirely or 
very nearly correct." The list is, in fact, highly creditable to 
his industry and acuteness in the prosecution of his inquiries ; 
but the subsequent recovery of Bradford's long-lost History 
proved that many of the conjectural emendations were incor- 
rect, and Dr. Shurtleff' s list is no longer consulted. It dero- 
gates, however, nothing from his just reputation as an antiquary 
that his first venture proved to be of much less value than he 
supposed it to possess. 

In 1848 he printed, in a thin octavo, " A Perpetual Calendar 
for Old and New Style : prepared for the use of those engaged 
in Antiquarian and Historical Investigations " ; and in 1851 he 
issued a second edition, in quarto, with some omissions and a 
few additions designed to increase the usefulness of the tables. 
Both editions were privately printed, and the volume is ex- 
tremely rare. Its plan is simple, and the whole execution 
such as to render the book a valuable manual for the historical 
student, who is often embarrassed in his investigations by the 
need of just such help as is here afforded him. 

In 1850 Dr. Shurtleff printed for private circulation, in a 
small quarto of nineteen pages, " A Brief Notice of William 
Shurtleff, of Marshfield," with some account of his three sons. 
This tract contains all that is now known of the early history 
of the family, and forms a part of another small volume, also 
privately printed in 1850, under the title of " Thunder & 
Lightning; and Deaths at Marshfield in 1658 & 1666." In 
the latter volume, which Dr. Shurtleff desires his readers to 
remember " is strictly a private tract, for private use only," he 
gives some early documents relating to two instances of deaths 
by lightning at Marshfield in the early history of the settle- 
ment, with biographical notices and other illustrative matter. 
William Shurtleff was one of the persons killed at Marshfield 
in 1666 ; and it was no doubt this circumstance which led his 
descendant to prepare and print this monograph. In the same 
year Dr. Shurtleff contributed to the " Genealogical Register," 
and afterward printed separately " A Genealogical Memoir of 
the Family of Elder Thomas Leverett, of Boston," giving a 
brief and satisfactory account of the family from the first 
appearance of the name here through five generations, down 
to the early part of the last century. 

These small tracts afford but faint indications of the extent 
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and thoroughness of his historical researches, and would in 
themselves scarcely justify the high reputation as an antiquary 
which he had already won for himself. But his next labors 
in this direction have for ever associated his name with our 
early history. In 1853 appeared the first two volumes of the 
" Records of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England." These were followed in 1854 by three 
more volumes, completing the publication of the Records down 
to the Presidency of Joseph Dudley, a period of a little more 
than fifty years. In accordance with the provisions of the Leg- 
islative Resolve authorizing the printing of the volumes, Dr. 
Shurtleff was appointed to edit them. This difficult and re- 
sponsible duty he performed in a manner which left nothing to 
be desired, and is an abundant justification of the choice of 
editor then made. It was no part of his duty to prepare the 
copy for the use of the printers ; but in the final revision of 
the proofs he spared no labor, and the volumes form a per- 
manent monument to his patient industry and his scrupulous 
exactness. " Notwithstanding the great care bestowed by the 
copyist," he says in the Introductory Remarks to the first 
volume, " the editor considered it of the greatest importance 
that the proof-sheets should be closely collated with the origi- 
nal record, and consequently has, with considerable labor, 
compared every word of the printed copy with the original 
manuscript, and has also revised all doubtful words and pas- 
sages with the same." Substantially the same remark is 
repeated in the introduction to the third volume. In perform- 
ing the duty assigned him, Dr. Shurtleff very properly abstained 
from making any editorial comments or annotations on the 
record, and confined himself to the insertion of " such brief 
notes as were considered needful to inform the reader what 
portions of the manuscript record were written by different per- 
sons, and who the several writers were." 

On the completion of this important labor, he was appointed 
to edit " The Records of the Colony of New Plymouth in New 
England," which were ordered to be printed by a Resolve of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, passed in 1855. The first 
four volumes were issued in that year; the fifth and sixth 
appeared in 1856 ; and the seventh and eighth volumes were 
issued in 1857. In the following year Dr. Shurtleff was super- 
seded in his editorial labors, in consequence of a change in the 
political character of the State government. The eight volumes 
which he had carried through the press had been edited on the 
same general principles which he had adopted with regard to 
the Massachusetts Records, and they are marked by the same 
conscientious fidelity in the discharge of his honorable duty. 
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la the Introductory Remarks to the first volume, he again 
says : " The editor has, with especial care, compared every 
word and letter of the printed copy with the written record, 
deeming exactness of the greatest importance in every par- 
ticular, especially in orthography." 

On the organization of the Public Library, he was chosen one 
of the Board of Trustees, which office he held until he became 
Mayor, a period of sixteen years ; and he was also one of the 
Commissioners for the erection of the Library building in 
Boylston Street. As one of the Trustees, he was, from the 
first establishment of the Board, intrusted with the duty of 
making " all arrangements and regulations needful for circu- 
lating the books and using the Library," and he had therefore 
" the opportunity of originating from the very commencement 
the arrangement and working machinery of a large library." 
His views were embodied in a quarto volume of eighty pages, 
privately printed in 1856, under the title of " A Decimal System 
for the Arrangement and Administration of Libraries." This 
treatise, as he expressly states in the Preface, was " intended 
only to be descriptive of a system which the writer has intro- 
duced into the Public Library of the City of Boston, with the 
approbation of his co-laborers in the Board of Trustees, and 
which has been in practical operation there since the summer 
of 1852." It is divided into three parts, describing with great 
minuteness of detail the " arrangement of the library room and 
books," the " preparation of the library for use," and the 
" administration of the library." With some modifications, the 
system which it explains is still retained in the Public Library ; 
but experience has since shown that some of the arrangements 
were not those best suited to the object in view. The volume 
was an important contribution to the literature of the subject, 
and it may still be consulted with profit. 

In 1862 Dr. Shurtleff edited " A Literal Reprint of the Bay 
Psalm Book," prefixing a brief bibliographical notice, and bestow- 
ing on the revision of the proof-sheets the same unwearied labor 
which he had given to the Massachusetts and Plymouth Records. 
For the use of historical scholars the reprint is of scarcely less 
value than the original edition ; and it is matter for regret that 
only fifty-six copies of the volume were printed. 

During the next eight or nine years he printed nothing, 
except official documents, prepared while Mayor of the city, 
and occasional articles in the newspapers. But in 1871 he 
issued the most important of his original contributions to his- 
torical literature, — "A Historical and Topographical Descrip- 
tion of Boston." This is an octavo volume of upward of seven 
hundred pages, and is made up from a series of articles origi- 

50 
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nally published in one of the weekly newspapers, and printed 
in a more permanent form at the request of the City Council. 
In it the style is clear, vigorous, and manly ; but there is often 
a want of dignity, and there are frequent repetitions, due, 
no doubt, to the manner in which the volume was prepared. 
Nowhere else, however, in any convenient and available form, 
can so much information be found in regard to the history and 
topography of Boston ; and what is here published is less than 
a quarter part of the materials which Dr. ShurtlefF had been 
accumulating for nearly forty years. In a minute and exact 
knowledge of the topography and history of Boston, he had no 
superior ; and it will be a serious loss to historical literature if 
it shall be found that his manuscripts and his contributions to 
the newspapers are not in such a state as to permit of their 
collection into a volume for posthumous publication. . 

In every thing which related to his native city he took a deep 
interest. In addition to his connection with the Public Library, 
he was, from 1854 until his death, a member of the School 
Committee. At the municipal election in December, 1867, he 
was the Democratic candidate for Mayor, and was chosen by a 
plurality of 516 votes over the Republican candidate ; in the 
following year he was re-elected by a plurality of 1,849 votes ; 
and in 1869, having failed to obtain a nomination from his own 
party, he secured so cordial a support from the citizens at large 
that his plurality over all the other candidates was 7,670 votes. 
There can be no better testimony as to the popular judgment of 
the manner in which he had discharged the duties of his office. 
At the close of his third year of service he declined a re-elec- 
tion. His mayoralty was not brilliant, but it was marked by 
economy and by a close attention to the ordinary duties of the 
office. The most important events were the annexation of 
Roxbury and Dorchester, the laying out of Atlantic Avenue, 
and the widening of Hanover Street. 

Dr. Shurtleff was elected a member of the Historical Society 
in March, 1847. Prom 1854 to 1860 he was Cabinet-keeper ; 
from 1861 to 1864, Librarian ; from 1852 to 1854, and from 
1872 until his death, a member of the Standing Committee. 
He was also a member of the Committees for publishing the 
first and second volumes of the Fourth Series of the Collec- 
tions. His only important contributions to the printed Pro- 
ceedings were an Account of the Maps of Boston, presented 
at the meeting in June, 1862, with a supplemental note, pre- 
sented in April, 1864 ; and some remarks on " Negro Election 
Day," at the meeting in May, 1873. He was also a member, 
and for many years one of the Council, of the American Anti- 
quarian Society ; a member, and at one time Librarian, of 
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the American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; an Honorary- 
Member of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of London ; an 
Honorary or Corresponding Member of several of our sister 
Historical Societies ; a member, and at different periods an 
officer, of many other literary or scientific associations ; and, 
from 1854 until his death, Secretary of the Board of Overseers 
of Harvard College. 

A ceaseless activity characterized his whole life. No man 
was more familiarly known in our streets ; and probably no 
one in the community was connected with a greater number of 
organizations formed for either temporary or permanent objects. 
If the knowledge and activity which were dissipated in so many 
and so various directions could have been concentrated on a 
smaller range of interests, he would doubtless have lefta more 
durable reputation. As it is, very little remains to justify to 
another generation the undisputed rank which he held as one 
of our most learned antiquaries, — a man whose knowledge was 
minute, thorough, and exact, always ready, and always at the 
service of other inquirers pursuing similar investigations. 



JANUARY MEETING, 1875. 

A stated monthly meeting was held on the 14th instant, at 
11 o'clock, a.m. ; Vice-President Adams in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the preceding 
meeting. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors to the Library. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance from 
Mr. Charles C. Perkins. 

The Chairman now alluded to the decease, since the last 
meeting, of a distinguished Resident Member, the Rev. James 
Walker, D.D., paying an appropriate tribute to his memory. 
He concluded by offering the following resolution from the 
Council : — 

Resolved, That this Society by the death of the Rev. James 
Walker, D.D., has lost one of its most revered associates. 
Eminent for his great learning, his profound wisdom, and his 
exalted moral worth, he had justly attained, at the close of a 
life of fourscore years, the reputation of a Christian philos- 
opher. That in the high positions which he has filled he per- 



NOTE OF CORRECTION TO THE LUZERNE LETTER 

At Pages 383-386. 

Since the printing of the Luzerne letter in this volume, the pub- 
lishing committee have examined a more recent copy of it, also tran- 
scribed from that in Mr. Bancroft's possession, and furnished by Mr. 
Bancroft himself for publication. By means of this copy some errors 
and omissions are detected in the transcript which was laid before the 
Society. The following are noticed, — 

On page 384, 8th line from bottom, for " moteur," read manteau ; so 
that the translation on p. 387, lines 25 and 26 from top, should read, 
. . . " to make me a cloak for a correspondence with the enemy." 

On page 385, top line, for " bonte\" read louche ; so that the trans- 
lation on page 387, lines 16 and 17 from bottom, should read, "I will 
watch his course so closely that I shall hope to discover all that is 
doubtful in it." The words that immediately follow should read, " As 
to the rest, I have always encouraged him to be very confiding," &c. 

On p. 385, the 2d paragraph should read as follows, the words in 
italics having been omitted in the Society's copy : " J'ignore combien 
de temps il doit encore rester dans le Congres, mais j'ai pense que vous 
ne desapprouverez pas que je fisse Foffre de lui continuer, tous les six 
mots, le -pret que je lui ai fait l'annee derniere," &c. The transla- 
tion, therefore, on pp. 387, 388, should read, "I do not know how 
much time he has yet to remain in .Congress, but I thought you would 
not disapprove my offer to continue to him, every six months, the loan 
that I made him last year," &c. 

Appended to this copy of the Luzerne letter is the following, which 
did not appear on the former copy : — 

Du Cabinet de Versailles a M. de la Luzerne. 
(Extrait.) 27 jdillet 1781. 

Je ne puis qu'approuver, M., les secours pecuniaires que vous avez 
donnes au General Sullivan ; vous pourrez les lui continuer aussi long- 
temps qu'il siegera au Congres et vous en porterez le montant sur l'etat 
de vos frais extraordinaires en evitant d'exprimer son nom. 

(Translation.) 

From the Cabinet of Versailles to M. de la Luzerne. 
(Extract.) 27 July, 1781. 

I cannot but approve, Monsieur, the pecuniary assistance you have 
rendered to General Sullivan. You may continue it to him as long as 
he shall sit in Congress ; and you will carry the amount to the account 
of your extraordinary expenses, avoiding the mention of his name. 



